NEWSLETTER
ST. ANNE’S CHURCH
PILLORY STREET
NANTWICH. CW5 5SS
Tel: 01270 625494
Email stannesnantwich@btinternet.com Website www.stannesnantwich.org.uk
Parish Twitter Feed @stannesnantwich
Parish Priest: Fr. Tony Grace
Fr Michael Ryan OMI
Permanent Deacons: Rev. Peter Mascarenhas and Rev. John Penny

OUR COMMUNITY HUB is now available for booking for private events. Here is the link to the public website for
information and bookings :https://hallbookingonline.com/stanne

17t DECEMBER 2023 THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT - YEAR B

IN NEED OF A PRIEST Please contact Fr Tony Grace on 01270 877736
Prayer and Mass Intentions can be sent by email to us at stannesnantwich@btinternet.com

Saturday 16 (12.30pm |Wedding Armstrong and Bailey
5.00pm |Vigil Mass \William Banham & John Langston RIP
Third Sunday of Advent Birthday
Followed by Christmas Celebration with [Jim & Gwen Muskin RIP
Carols and Refreshments Ted Riley RIP
Gerard Healey RIP Recently Deceased
Sunday 17 [9.30am [Mass The Parish
Third Sunday of Advent Marina Oliver RIP Recently Deceased
Sherry Rowe RIP Recently Deceased
Marlene Lumb RIP Recently Deceased
Monday 18 No Mass or Service today
Tuesday 19 [9.00am |Adoration and Confession John Russel RIP Anniversary
10.00am |Mass Rev Fr Michael Flatley RIP
'Wednesday St Lucy 20 |11.30am |Requiem Mass for Marina Oliver RIP
Thursday 21 [9.30am |Adoration and Confession John Russel RIP Anniversary
St Peter Canisius 10.00am |Mass [The Mann Family — Lockerbie Disaster
Friday 22 |11.15am |Requiem Mass for Sherry Rowe RIP
Saturday 23 15.00pm |Vigil Mass Ken Wilcox RIP Anniversary
St John of Kanty Fourth Sunday of Advent
Sunday 24 19.30am |Mass Fourth Sunday of Advent Friends of the SVP
Intentions of Joyce and Frank Donnelly
5.00pm |Christmas Eve Vigil Mass Stanley Moss RIP Anniversary
9.00pm |Christmas Eve Vigil Mass
Monday 25 19.30pm |Mass The Parish
The Nativity of the Lord
Tuesday 26 |10.00am |St Stephen Boxing Day Natalie Procter RIP
Norris Cooper RIP Anniversary
Stanley RIP & Sheila Moss 70™
Anniversary of Wedding at St Annes 1953

Requiem Masses Marina Oliver RIP on 20 December at 11.30am followed by internment at Crewe Crematorium
Sherry Rowe RIP on 22 December at 11.15am followed by internment at Crewe Crematorium

Please pray for the souls of Marina and Sherry and keep their families and friends in your prayers.

St Annes 200 Club 2024 If you would like to join the 200 club and support the running of St Anne’s we will be publishing details
shortly.

Privacy Notice The parish of St Anne’s sometimes collects personal information about parishioners. All personal information is collected, processed and stored in
accordance with the General Data Protection Regulations. This is retained only as necessary and used by the Parish/Diocese for the benefit of the Parish and for
legitimate reasons such as administrative and religious purposes. You can read our full privacy notice at www.dioceseofshrewsbury.org/about-us/privacy-notice.
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Confirmation programme 2024 The sacrament of Confirmation will take place at St. Annes on the 10" May 2024 at 7pm.
Bishop Mark will celebrate the confirmation Mass. If you have children who are in Year 9 and over who would like to be
confirmed please pick up a form at the back of church or contact the office on stannesnantwich@btinternet.com.

The SVP will be holding our annual New Year Dinner on Tuesday, 16 January 2024 at Richmond Village, off London Road. Itis
due to begin at 6 pm. More details later when places can be booked.

The First Holy Communion Programme for 2024 Please could parents or carers of children in the parish whose children
do NOT attend St Anne’s school, and who wish their child/children to participate in the sacraments of First Forgiveness and
First Holy Communion during 2024, please contact Letitia Selby by email letitia@selby.tv The preparation for the
Sacraments will begin in January with the Mass of Enrolment.

Pope’s December Prayer Intention, We pray that people living with disabilities may be at the centre of attention in society, and
that institutions may offer inclusive programmes which value their active participation https://youtu.be/BS8EpBQ_6Ndw

<>

St Anne’s Christmas celebration will be held in our meeting room on 16" December 6-7pm
following our 5pm Saturday Vigil Mass. All are most welcome

Our Celebrations will begin with Fr Michael giving a short talk on Advent, followed by Christmas
Carols and festive food & drinks. We will then welcome Father Christmas with his gifts.

&Q? OFFERTORV Retrouvaille — Do you need help in your

marriage? Retrouvaille has helped many couples

Last week Envelope & Loose Plate = £565.46 find new hope, nourishment and growth in their
Offertory received by Bank transfer in Oct = £2440 marriages. If you want to uncover or reawaken the
Thank you love, trust and commitment that brought you

together and work through difficult times in your
marriage contact Retrouvaille confidential for

E E Here is your webpage link to information about our 2024 programmes. There is

support the Mission of the Church no group therapy or gromqup work. IOur li‘exé
. ) programme commences with a Virtual weeken
; InStAnne's and through the Red on 8 - 11 Feb 24 or there is a Face to Face weekend

et - . Boxes and Missio, to the poorest in Welwyn Garden City on 14-16 Jun 24. Call or

[=] parts of the world or please scan text 07887 296983 or 07973 380443, email

QR code. Many thanks. retrouvailleukinfo@gmail.com - or  visit
hhtps://donate.mydona.com/st-annenantwich www.retrouvaille.ora.uk

Churches Together in Nantwich request the pleasure of your company for Lunch
On Christmas Day 11.30 am to 3.00 pm
Don’t be on your own this coming Christmas. If you have no other plans come and join others enjoying a Christmas Lunch
as our guest
Venue: Nantwich Methodist Rooms, Hospital Street
Booking: ESSENTIAL — we need to know who is coming if we are to cater for everybody: Please telephone Mrs
Sue Piddock Jones on 01270 628419
Volunteers
If you would like to join our volunteers, without whom the lunch simply could not happen, please email
nantwichchristmaslunch@gmail.com

See Poster at back of Church

Missio Red boxes — Please bring your boxes for counting ensuring your name is on the box.

You can hand them to Pauline Binnie our Missio Local Secretary. New boxes are available at the back of
church — why not take one for your house to collect for this worthy cause — all those spare pennies soon
add up!
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Missio Red Box holders can donate to Missio — Mill Hill Missionaries in a variety of ways: Please leave your Red box in
church with name on it for counting or Give online: missio.org.uk/redbox.

Make a bank transfer: Account name: Missio; Sort Code: 16-00-16; Account Number: 10824230. Please use the reference
RB + your postcode.

Donate by telephone with your debit/credit card by ringing 020 7821 9755 during office hours.

Donate via texting REDBOX 5 (to donate £5.00) or REDBOX 10 (to donate £10) to 70085. To ensure that your donation is
attributed to St Anne’s, Nantwich, it would be helpful (but not essential) if you would quote reference SHR063/1117.

If you are a Gift Aid contributor, please inform Missio, so that they can recoup the tax from your donation.

Mass Preparation: WEDNESDAY WORD: www.wednesdayword.org/parish
PREGO: https://stbeunosoutreach.wordpress.com/prego/

¢ 9% 5 5% %¢ Is your child joining Reception in 2024? Do you want to find out more about St. Anne’s? Open to Catholics
and non-Catholics. Ring school on 01270260783 or e-mail office@stannes.cheshire.sch.uk to come to look around Yy

NANTWICH FOODBANK HELPING LOCAL PEOPLE IN CRISIS.

We praise God for our many volunteers however we have a particular shortage of delivery drivers. If you are
interested in volunteering to drive please contact Teri at the presbytery to obtain more details. Our current shopping
list is: Long life milk and fruit juice, coffee, tinned vegetables and tinned fruit, toothbrushes and nappies [size 5 &
6]. DONATIONS CAN BE MADE IN NANTWICH at St Anne’s, (Box in porch), St Mary’s Parish Office,
Morrisons, Sainsburys, Nationwide, M&S and Elim Church.

Mary’s Meals https://marysmeals.us18.list-
manage.com/track/click?u=71642ed3d70deb2b1c25da8f0&id=7d7f84ea81&e=f7949e3fb3

Carmelite Priory in Oxford. The Friars are looking to increase their ministry to Young Adults to help grow and form the
faith of Young Adults. The Friars are currently hosting free online talks on the formation of Young Adults and if this
interests you, please see here: https://www.carmelite.uk.net/events/young-adult-formation-for-the-third-millennium/

Useful links and resources

Shrewsbury Youth Mission Team — Online Ministry Find us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram by searching for @Shrewsbury_ymt. Find
us on YouTube by searching for Shrewsbury Youth Mission Team — SYMT, don’t forget to subscribe.

Sanctuaries, shrines Catholics can 'visit' virtually in Europe, Mideast. https://catholicsentinel.org/Content/Arts/Arts-and-
Entertainment/Article/Sanctuaries-shrines-Catholics-can-visit-virtually-in-Europe-Mideast/6/31/40431

Journeying Together https://www.cbcew.org.uk/home/events/journeying-together/

The National Shrine for Our Lady of Walsingham www.walsingham.org.uk/livestream

Laudato Tree https://www.vaticannews.va/en/world/news/2020-05/laudato-tree-sahel-pope-francis-laudato-si-year.html

Watch a Mass from home. Live-streaming of Masses Shrewsbury Diocese:  http://www.churchservices.tv/shrewsburycathedral/embed#tab-
player Church Services TV: https://www.churchservices.tv/timetable/

Prayer resources at: http://pathwaystogod.org/. https://www.sacredspace.ie/ http://In54.blogspot.com

http://prayasyougo.org/

Life Helplines and Information can be found at http://www.dayforlife.org/article/helplines-and-information-2020/

Young Catholics Resources https://young-catholics.com/3636/22nd-sunday-in-ordinary-time-year-c/
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THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Sunday«‘lgr»Message

THE WORD

SECOND
FIDDLE

JOHN 1:6:8.18+28

You're so voin,’ declares Carly Samon in her tamous song of that title. She doosn't say
who it's about, but were she singiny it today, there would be no shartage of candidates.
We live in the age of celebrity, of the seifie and the social media influencer.

The cult of celebrity is huge. Reality TV thrives on peopie’s desperate desire to become
famous. It has made colobrtios of Peopie wo would never harve heard of Other wise.

Some yoars 800 the wner of the cosmatics company. L'Oresl dhed. Likane Bettencourt was
one of the richest people on aarth, made rich in part by one of the most successiul advertising
campaigns aver launched. L'Oreal use colebrities (o front thelr campaigns using the slogan we
are ofl farmiliar with: “Because you're worth IL" Use their product because you're worth & Spod
yoursell because you're worth it You desarve the best because you're worth it

It's N0 Surprise the slogan has had such 3 big Impact, because I's part of human nature 1o
focus On ourseives, to think only or prismarily sbout ourselves. In many ways, s the dominant
mindsot of our modern culture. It's why 50 many people endure all kinds of trisks on shows ke
T'm a colebrity. * in order 10 become more famous or resurmect flagging careers.

Toking part in Tm & celebrity. . wouldnt have botherad the star of today's Gospel. Jobhn the
Baptist. John fived in the desert. He dressad in camed shin and survived on locusts and wikd
honey. Those magpots and creepy cramies the so-Caled Celebrities SQuinm ower would have
been a normal breakfast for Nm. He looked the type that even Conor MoGragor would be
loathe 10 encounter in & wol-it aleyway.

And yot, people flocked to i from ol over. They were impressed by s message of
ropentance. They got baptised by hen

It musst have bean tampting for John 1o feed B & colebrty. a ind of messiah. All these people
were coming from lar and wide 10 500 hm, hear hm, be baptised by him, this wild, desert
prophet. The templation 10 be vain, 10 think, T's al about me’ must have been tremendous
but he resists. John is at pains 10 push the focus away from himsell. He doest want 10 be the
centre of attention. He knows he is only a messenger. He says. “Someone is coming aftor me
who s graater than | am, and 'm not it 10 undo the strap of his sandals.* Here Is his chance
10 become a celobeity. but John points away from Mmsall, tomards Jesus. He i saying. “W's
not sbout me - it's about Jesus. Dont focus on me. Focus on Jesus. " John knows he & of
secondary mportance and that Jesus, the one he witnesses to, is of primary importance.

S0 & must be with us aiso. As Christians, our focus Mmust Slways e on Jesus. B

REFLECT and give curseives the ot of eternal We We
Gospel offers two chalienges. Col sy O ivec cen Byre-
The first is sbout humiity When you 14 iy is recognising our smaliness bedore
think about it. we have every reason God. We can only be humble and only form
:.:m‘::;;cnmn m,.m ‘Mmﬂn‘:ﬂ-’
QML vither drectly trom God, or Indeecty curseives. e
Ly maans of those who came before us. We
CaNNOt restore our youth ino matter how Second what Jobn the Baptiser is teling
frch boton of plastic surgery we usel We s, and what Advent tells us, is that_ as
cant got rid of ostecporos's ¥ it bites into Christions. our prirmary focus must be

us. We can't make ourselves or our Bves Jook
parfect, We cannot prevent our own deaths.
We cannot ratoe oursetves from the dead

on Jesus. As Christions, it can never be
ol sbout me - R must be ol sbout Jesun,
following Jetus, pointing 10 Jesus. Yes,

DO

Thirk abOUL how you witness 10 Jesus.
Are you happy to lot others know that you
e s follower?

PRAY

For many peopie in financlal distress, the kad
wp to Christmas is especially difficult. Pray for
those who are finding it haed to hold onto hope
s Advert.

) e an effective

ord, help ma t

you. Amen

LEARN

The Third Sunday of Advwent is known as
Gaudete Sunday. The Latin word gaudete
means “rejoice’” and sinceo the Mass bogine
with the words of Saint Paul - "Rejoice in

the Lord always: again | wil say, rejoice”™
Frilpplans 4.4) - this Sunday cama to be
known as Gaudete Sunday. On this Sunday
the lturgical colowr (s rase, symbolizing the
anticipated joy of Christmas Dreaking into the
maore pervtential Advert Season.

witnsess o

wo must love curselves as people made

n God's Image and Beaness. Yes, we must
have a healthy self-regard, and take proper
care of ourseives and our loved ones, bt
seit-obsession and self-fation can never
ba part of it. Like the Baptist, everything we
do must point towards Jesus. The kind of
people we are, the Ives we lead, the example
we gve, ol must point towards Jesus.

That's our challenge this season and siways.
How effectively do you point others towords
Jesun? For us Cheistians, it must be o about
Jesus. Bocaune he's worth it.
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Rejoice in the Lord abways. again | say. rejoico - Allehsia. aliahula! : who with the Father and the Son s adored
Indoed, the Loed is near. : The spieit of the Lord has beon giventome.  ©  and glorified,

5 Mo has sent me 10 bring the good nows to the : who has spoken through the prophets,

0 God. who see how your pecoe  Aiohutat ot e

"*“':':;"“‘"‘w‘m ' S— ;u:::mmnum

£0 38t 11 JOys Of 5O Qroat 3 savation : _ :

ary A reading from the holy G et 3 and | look forward to the resurrection of the

“.""':'.:::""*’m\ : :’" g I and the ifo of the woeld to come. Amen,

Through Jesus Crewt. + Aman came, sent H

WhO Bvirs and eigns with you in he unity of The  © 14 name was John, ! PRAVER OVER THE OFFERINGS
oty Spiri. * He carme 330 witness, t May the sacrifice of our worship, Lord. we pray,

ome God, for ever and ever : 83 a witness to speak for the light, ¢ beoffered to you

Amen. : %0 that everyone might belleve through hem. & 1o compliete what was Degun in sacred mystery

1 Hewas not the light, 1 and powerfully accomplsh for us your saving
R e I
A reading rom the prophet lssiah. I This s how John appoared as a winess. + Through Chwist our Lord.

PR Nws priests Levites i Amen.
ittt o6 v SR m—:numm:mm::“ :
for the Lord has arcinted me. : only decied, but he deckwed quite openty, - COMMUNION ANTIPHON
SR I : ‘re you BT 1am not he seid Areyouthe 3 _fear

D“ﬁm:m * Prophet? He answared, ‘No.’ So they sakd + Behold, our God will come, and he will save us.
freedom 1o those n prisor * 1o him, Who are you? We must take back an :
:oma::::mnm T arwwer 10 1h0se Who S8t us. What have you  + PRAVER AFTER COMMUNION

o foed oo I tosay sbout yourself” So John said, Tam as 3 YW implore your mercy. Lord,
:"m‘w S of ¢ Isalsh prophesiod: : that this divine sustenance may cleanse us of

S o I avoice tat cries in the widomess: o cineon

h::do& i - ; & way for the Lord. § Nmm:ﬁmw
:am-n:::mm s mu:“nmmn::mbym : Amen.

& bride adorned Jowels. + Pharisoes, and they put this further question 2
For a3 the earth makes fresh things grow % tohim Wiy are you baptising If YOU BB MOl ¥ .uueruinuruncnsrsssnssosssssnssssnssnsns
23 3 garden makes soeds SpNg up. : the Qivist, and not Elijah, and not the prophet”  ©
5O will the Lord maks bOth integrity and praise  © John replied, 1 baptise with water; but thero + The lusrgical season of Advent has a twofold
Spring up in the sight of the nations.* : Stands among you ~ unknown 1o you = the one  + character. We think of it first of all as & time
The word of the Lord. : who is coming after me: and | am not fitto undo 1 to prepare for Christmas, when Christ’s first
Thanks be to God. 5 s sandad-strap.’ This happened at Bethany, + coming among us in humon form will be

% onthe far side of the Jordan, where Johnwos  © remembered. Second, it is the season thot
P ; roores v s s o et

* The Gospet of the Lord. : sacond coming at the énd of tima. The main
Response: : Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. : note of our Advent liturgy s therefore devout
My soul rejoices in my God. E E and joyfud expectation.

! PROFESSION OF FAITH :

@ 1y ot groeies e Lora, vy :
oy spirll rejoices in God, ty Seviour. : the Father atmighty, :

He looks on his servant in her nothingness.  » maker of heaven and carth, o
2] The Alighty works marvels for me. : 1befieve in one Lord Jesus Christ, :
Fioly his naeel * the Only Begotten Son of God, .
His mercy is from age to age. * born of the Father before all :
who fear him. . - :

on those ®) * God from Ged, Light from Light. B
‘m-uaun-nwnuy. : true God from true God, :
Sends the rch away ompty : begotten. not made. consubstantial with .

He protects iscael s servart, : theFather: H
remembering his mescy () : through him all things were made. :

: For us men and for our salvation .
; bocame down fom hasven :

+ (il bow during the next throw ines) 3
iy e (ARG ASLPSAIOME - e by the Holy Spiritwas incamate of the £
&mu‘mammu‘ s :
things give thanks o Decsuse this iswhat | .

God expects you to do in Chist Jesus. : ": nlu-m-mm :

Nevwar vy 10 suppress the Spiritor teat the Plinte, <
gift of prophecy with contempt. thirk before  + @ Suffered death and was buried, :
you 80 anything - hold on towhat is good and = 2d fO8e again on the third day :

. in accordance with the Scriptures. H
avoid gwery form of evil. . .

My B GO of pnacn musha yous per fect : He asconded into heaven :
2 hody. 3 rmary you all be kept safe and 5 and is seated ol the right hand of the Father. s
Dlameless, spirit, soul and body for the coming - 11 Will come again in glory :
of our Loed Josus Chvist. Godhas caledyou & U0 Judge the living and the dead $
and he will not 188 you. : and his Mingdom will have no end. e
: I befiove in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, :
The word of the Losd. . .
Thanks be to God. :  Whegiveroflife, : a i

- . .o o

:.—.....'..‘..'.'._....._-.-:.‘_ﬁ.. - o et ® — Ve 5 ?’,
_— —~ s S TAONE. MBI S S b

RC Diocese of Shrewsbury is a Registered Charity No. 234025
St Anne’s Safeguarding Officer is Philippe Blenkiron philippe.blenkiron@gmail.com 07492 063835



mailto:philippe.blenkiron@gmail.com

