
• Loving God,
let your blessing 
come upon us
as we light the 
candles of our 
wreath this Advent.
May the wreath 
and its light
be a sign of Christ’s 
promise to bring us 
to the fullness of 
our humanity.
May Jesus come 
quickly and not 
delay. Amen.



• About the Advent Wreath

• The colour green symbolizes life

• The evergreen on the wreath reminds 
us that God’s love for us never 
changes.

• The wreath is a circle because a circle 
has no beginning and no end. The 
circle means our life with God just 
keeps going; God loves us and we 
should always love God.

• The four candles represent the four 
weeks of Advent.

• Three of the candles are violet which 
represent our failures in living fully 
as Christians

• The pink candle which is lit 
on Laetare (to rejoice) Sunday, the 
third week of Advent means joy or 
happiness and reminds us that Jesus 
will soon be born anew in our hearts 
at Christmas. 



The Advent wreath is 
a circular garland of 
evergreen branches 
representing eternity. 
On that wreath, four 
or five candles are 
typically arranged. 
Each candle 
represents an aspect 
of the spiritual 
preparation for the 
coming of the 
Lord, Jesus Christ.

https://www.learnreligions.com/eternity-in-the-heart-day-48-701890
https://www.learnreligions.com/profile-of-jesus-christ-701089


• The advent candles 
and their colours are 
packed with rich 
meaning. Each 
represents a specific 
aspect of the spiritual 
preparations for 
Christmas.
• The three main colors 
are purple (violet), pink 
(rose), and white. 

https://www.learnreligions.com/symbolic-colors-of-advent-700445


• Purple symbolizes repentance and royalty. 
• Pink represents joy and rejoicing. 
• And white stands for purity and light.
• Each candle carries a specific name as well. 
• The first purple candle is called the Prophecy Candle or 

Candle of Hope. 
• The second purple candle is the Bethlehem Candle or the 

Candle of Preparation. 
• The third (pink) candle is the Shepherd Candle or Candle of 

Joy. 
• The fourth candle, a purple one, is called the Angel Candle or 

the Candle of Love. 
• And the last (white) candle is the Christ Candle.

https://www.learnreligions.com/city-of-bethlehem-overview-700678


• Prophecy Candle
• On the first Sunday of Advent, the first 

purple candle is lit. This candle is 
typically called the "Prophecy Candle" 
in remembrance of the prophets, 
primarily Isaiah, who foretold the birth 
of Christ:
• Therefore the Lord himself will give 

you a sign: The virgin will conceive and 
give birth to a son, and will call Him 
Immanuel. (Isaiah 7:14)
• This first candle represents hope or 

expectation in anticipation of the 
coming Messiah.

https://www.learnreligions.com/book-of-isaiah-701145




• Let us ask imagine what it would be like to leave our home and most 
of our possessions behind. What would we need if we arrived in a 
new country?  Such as the need for basic human rights like shelter, 
food and water. What else would we want? The right to education, 
and to play, to relax with friends?(UN Convention on the Rights of the 
Child).
• Many people who have made the difficult journey to Europe are now 

living in poor conditions, with European governments struggling to 
provide the things they need. 
• Without help from neighbouring countries, people will continue to 

live in poor conditions without any rights. 





• Reader: 
• Bible reading: From the Gospel of Mark 13:33-37

Reader: ‘Jesus said to his disciples, “Stay awake! Be ready! You do not 
know when the time will come. 
• It is like the master of the house who travels abroad. He leaves his 

home and puts his servants in charge; he orders the doorkeeper to 
stay awake. 
• Stay awake! You do not know when the master of the house is coming 

- evening, midnight, cockcrow, or in the morning. 
• If he comes suddenly, he must not find you sleeping. What I say to 

you, I say to everyone: Stay awake!”’ 
• The Gospel of the Lord R/ Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 





• Love your neighbour 

• Jesus, friend and brother, 

• You know what it is like 

• to be hungry and thirsty. 

•

• You know what it feels like 

• to be a stranger who is made 
unwelcome. 

• You know the suffering of all 

• who have lost everything. 

We pray that by welcoming 
refugees 

• we may show love for our 
neighbour 

• and be closer to you. 





• Bible Reflection 

• During Advent we prepare 
for Christmas. We do that 
by remembering how Jesus 
came on earth as a baby 
born in a stable; and we 
look forward to the time 
when He will return to us 
in glory and majesty. 

• Jesus reminds us that 
nobody knows when He will 
come back so we need to 
be ready for Him. Jesus 
compares Himself to a man 
who travels abroad. The 
servants do not know when 
their master will return; 
that is why Jesus gives a 
warning to “Stay awake! Be 
ready!” 



• God asks us to be ready for when Jesus comes again. Together let us 
ask for God’s help:
• We pray for all people who are poor, sick, sad or frightened: that they 

may be comforted and find hope for a better future. Lord, in your 
mercy...Response….hear our prayer
• We pray for our families and friends: that we may always keep our 

eyes open to the world around us and reach out to all those who 
need our help. Lord, in your mercy.... Response….hear our prayer

We pray for our parish community: that we may follow the example of 
Jesus and be ready to welcome him when he comes. Lord, in your 
mercy... Response….hear our prayer
Closing prayer: Living God, help us to listen to your word, to be kind 
and generous and helpful to others and to be ready to welcome Jesus 
when he comes. Amen.



• Let us pray. God our 
Father, you sent Jesus to 
be the light of the 
world. Our first candle 
symbolises hope.
May we always find 
hope in Jesus, even 
when we are sad or 
lonely. May we bring 
the light of Christ to the 
world this Advent. 
• We make this prayer 

through Jesus Christ 
your Son,
who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God forever 
and ever. Amen. 



• In the same way, in Advent we prepare for Jesus at Christmas. We 
have reminders to help us - like the Advent wreath we have just lit 
and the daily tasks set for us in our Mission Together Advent calendar. 
Hold up the Mission Together Advent calendar. 
• When Jesus tells us to be ready for his return, what do you think he 

means? 
• He wants us to get our hearts ready. We can do that by doing the 

things Jesus asks us to do. What are these?
We can be gentle, forgiving, loving and kind. 
• Let’s think of ways that we can do that this Advent. 

One of the ways is to help people who have less than we have. Maybe 
we can put some coins into our 
• Mission Together Little Red Boxes to help children overseas living in 

poverty? 
• We can also pray for ourselves and for one another during Advent. 



How can you help at
home this Christmas? 

Make and deliver a
special Christmas card

for an elderly relative
or neighbour. 

Create a Star of Hope
and think about how

you can bring hope to
someone who

feels 
hopeless.* 

Today is the feast of
St Francis Xavier.

Discover how 
he brought

God’s love to
the world.*

Make an Advent
promise to raise money

for Mission Together.
Start

collecting
today!

Find out as a class
about the Advent
wreath and what 

it means. 

Sunday’s Gospel was
from Mark 13:33-37*

Read it as a class.
What does it say 

about being 
alert?

Mission Together Advent Calendar 2020
1st Sunday of Advent 

The waiting for Jesus’
birth has begun. Pray

to be patient
this week.

2nd Sunday of Advent 
How will you bring

God’s peace 
to your family

today?

Asterisks refer to abridged scriptures or accompanying liturgies. These, together with the Assembly on St. Francis Xavier, St Nicholas reflection, Star of Hope, 
Peace Paper Chain, and Joyful Angels activities are available to download from the Advent resources page of our Mission Together website. 
Mission Together, 23 Eccleston Square, London, SW1V 1NU;  Tel: 020 7821 9755;  Web: missiontogether.org.uk;  Email: missiontogether@missio.org.uk;  Reg. Charity No. 1056651
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Sunday’s Gospel was
from Mark 1:1-8* 

Read it as a class.
What does it say 

about being 
ready? 

Make a Peace Paper
Chain and think about

how you can be a
peace-maker in school

this week.*

Make friends with
someone who is

lonely.
Invite

them to
play. 

Write a prayer poem
for peace in the world.

Share it with your
family

and
friends. 

Say sorry to someone
you may have upset

this week. Or forgive
someone
who has

upset you. 

Make a Christmas 
crib using recycled
materials. Put it on

display. 

Sunday’s Gospel was
from John 1:6-8, 19-28*

Read it as a class. 
What does it say 

about St John 
the Baptist?

Think about how you
can spread joy

this week. What
would make

someone else
happy?

Make a Joyful Angel
and think about how

you can share the
message of God’s 

love today.*

Find a quiet place to
think about anything

you have said or done
for which you are sorry.

Pray for God's
forgiveness.  

Pray for all children
who are upset, sad 

or lonely.   

Find a way to help 
at home today to

prepare for
Christmas.

Jesus is born! Happy Christmas!
Remember to thank God 

for the birth of Jesus and 
all the special things you

have today: family, 
friends and love.

3rd Sunday of Advent
Why is the Advent

candle we
light today

pink? 

4th Sunday of Advent 
How will you bring
God’s love into the

world this
Christmas?

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
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Sing your favourite
carol. Think about the

words. Tell someone
what they mean.
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Say a prayer for
children who will not
have enough food to

eat today. Ask God 
to help us

share more.  

Imagine you are Mary
or Joseph waiting for

Jesus. Write a poem
about how

you feel. 

How can you help at
home this Christmas? 

Make and deliver a
special Christmas card

for an elderly relative
or neighbour. 

Create a Star of Hope
and think about how

you can bring hope to
someone who

feels 
hopeless.* 

Today is the feast of
St Francis Xavier.

Discover how 
he brought

God’s love to
the world.*

Make an Advent
promise to raise money

for Mission Together.
Start

collecting
today!

Find out as a class
about the Advent
wreath and what 

it means. 

Sunday’s Gospel was
from Mark 13:33-37*

Read it as a class.
What does it say 

about being 
alert?

Mission Together Advent Calendar 2020
1st Sunday of Advent 

The waiting for Jesus’
birth has begun. Pray

to be patient
this week.

2nd Sunday of Advent 
How will you bring

God’s peace 
to your family

today?

Asterisks refer to abridged scriptures or accompanying liturgies. These, together with the Assembly on St. Francis Xavier, St Nicholas reflection, Star of Hope, 
Peace Paper Chain, and Joyful Angels activities are available to download from the Advent resources page of our Mission Together website. 
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Say a prayer for
children who will not
have enough food to

eat today. Ask God 
to help us

share more.  

Imagine you are Mary
or Joseph waiting for

Jesus. Write a poem
about how

you feel. 



Mission Together Prayer 
May all children
In the world
Share love
Share friendship and live In the peace 
Of God’s love
Now and forever. Amen. 


