NEWSLETTER
ST. ANNE’S CHURCH
PILLORY STREET
NANTWICH. CWS5 5SS

Tel: 01270 625494

Email stannesnantwich@btinternet.com Website www.stannesnantwich.org.uk
Parish Twitter Feed @stannesnantwich
Parish Priest: Fr. Tony Grace

Fr Michael Ryan OMI

Permanent Deacons: Rev. Peter Mascarenhas and Rev. John Penny

OUR COMMUNITY HUB is now available for booking for private events. Here is the link to the public website for
information and bookings :https://hallbookingonline.com/stanne

24" DECEMBER 2023 FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT - YEAR B

IN NEED OF A PRIEST Please contact Fr Tony Grace on 01270 877736

Prayer and Mass Intentions can be sent by email to us at stannesnantwich@btinternet.com

Saturday 23 15.00pm |Vigil Mass
St John of Kanty Fourth Sunday of Advent Ken Wilcox RIP Anniversary
Sunday 24 19.30am |Mass Friends of the SVP
Fourth Sunday of Advent Intentions of Joyce and Frank Donnelly
5.00pm |Christmas Eve Vigil Mass Stanley Moss RIP Anniversary
9.00pm |Christmas Eve Vigil Mass
Monday 25 [9.30am |Mass The Parish
The Nativity of the Lord
Tuesday 26 [9.00am |Adoration and Confession Natalie Procter RIP
St Stephen 10.00am |Mass Norris Cooper RIP Anniversary
St Stephen Boxing Day Stanley RIP & Sheila Moss 70" Anniversary
of Wedding at St Annes 1953
'Wednesday St John 27 No Mass or Service Today
Thursday 28 [9.30am |Adoration and Confession Joyce Donnelly (sick)
'The Holy Innocents 10.00am |Mass
Friday St Thomas Becket |29 No Mass or Service Today
Saturday 30 [5.00pm |Vigil Mass The Parish
6th Day of Christmas Octave The Holy Family
Sunday 31 [9.30am |Mass Deceased Members of the Klusiatis family
The Holy Family
Monday 1 [10.00am [Mass Ben Lightburn RIP Anniversary
Mary the Mother of God Pauline Dutchman-Smith RIP Anniversary
Tuesday Sts Basil the Great |2 No Mass or Service Today
and Gregory Nazianzen

Fr. Tony, Fr. Michael, Deacon Peter and Deacon

John

Thank you for all your cards, gifts and best wishes

And

Wish you all
A Very Happy Christmas
And a Peaceful New Year
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Privacy Notice The parish of St Anne’s sometimes collects personal information about parishioners. All personal information is collected, processed and stored in
accordance with the General Data Protection Regulations. This is retained only as necessary and used by the Parish/Diocese for the benefit of the Parish and for
legitimate reasons such as administrative and religious purposes. You can read our full privacy notice at www.dioceseofshrewsbury.org/about-us/privacy-notice.
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A Big Thank you to our Parishioner Patsy Farrell for organising and hosting the Christmas Celebration last Saturday. Fr Mike
gave us a reflection on the Nativity which was followed by festive food and drink, Carol singing and gifts from ‘Father Christmas’.

St Annes 200 Club Congratulations to our December winners 1st £100 Mrs C Allan, 2nd £60 John White, 3rd £40 Sybil Glynn
2024 If you would like to join the 200 club and support the running of St Anne’s please find enclosed details or more information
will be at the back of church.

This year, the Fourth Sunday of Advent is swallowed up in Christmas Eve. Perhaps we can celebrate it early so as not to
lose the riches of this final week: the Lord is very near. In our First Reading, God does not allow David to build him a
physical house but promises rather to build him a house, a dynasty, that will last forever. The Psalm reinforces this promise,
and emphasizes God’s Fatherly love and faithfulness. St Paul, in the Second Reading, tells of how God’s mystery, kept
secret through the ages, has now been revealed in the person of Jesus Christ. In the Gospel, the well-loved narration of the
Annunciation to Mary, we note how the angel emphasizes that her Son will be of the House of David. Mary willingly agrees
to be part of God’s plan. On Christmas Day: may we hold out our suffering world in yearning to the Prince of Peace.

Confirmation programme 2024 The sacrament of Confirmation will take place at St. Annes on the 101" May 2024 at 7pm.
Bishop Mark will celebrate the confirmation Mass. If you have children who are in Year 9 and over who would like to be
confirmed please pick up a form at the back of church or contact the office on stannesnantwich@btinternet.com.

The SVP will be holding our annual New Year Dinner on Tuesday, 16 January 2024 at Richmond Village, off London Road. Itis
due to begin at 6 pm. More details later when places can be booked.

The First Holy Communion Programme for 2024 Please could parents or carers of children in the parish whose children
do NOT attend St Anne’s school, and who wish their child/children to participate in the sacraments of First Forgiveness and
First Holy Communion during 2024, please contact Letitia Selby by email letitia@selby.tv The preparation for the
Sacraments will begin in January with the Mass of Enrolment.

Pope’s December Prayer Intention, We pray that people living with disabilities may be at the centre of attention in society, and
that institutions may offer inclusive programmes which value their active participation https://youtu.be/B8EpBQ_6Ndw

Retrouvaille — Do you need help in your

g marriage? Retrouvaille has helped many couples

OFFE RTORy , find new hope, nourishment and growth in their

L ast marriages. If you want to uncover or reawaken the

Offertory received by Bank transfer in Nov = £2295 love, trust and commitment that brought you

Thank you toget_her and work through d_|ff|cult times in your

marriage contact Retrouvaille confidential for

information about our 2024 programmes. There is

] ) no group therapy or group work. Our next

E E Here is your webpage link to programme commences with a Virtual weekend

support the Mission of the Church on 8 - 11 Feb 24 or there is a Face to Face weekend

= in St Anne’s and through the Red in Welwyn Garden City on 14-16 Jun 24. Call or

L Boxes and Missio, to the poorest text 07887 296983 or 07973 380443, email

E.li parts of the world or please scan retrouvailleukinfo@gmail.com - or  visit
QR code. Many thanks. www.retrouvaille.ora.uk

hhtps://donate.mydona.com/st-annenantwich

Missio Red boxes — Please bring your boxes for counting ensuring your hame is on the box.
You can hand them to Pauline Binnie our Missio Local Secretary. New boxes are available at the back of
church —why not take one for your house to collect for this worthy cause — all those spare pennies soon
add up!
Missio Red Box holders can donate to Missio — Mill Hill Missionaries in a variety of ways: Please leave your Red box in
church with name on it for counting or Give online: missio.org.uk/redbox.
Make a bank transfer: Account name: Missio; Sort Code: 16-00-16; Account Number: 10824230. Please use the reference
RB + your postcode.

Donate by telephone with your debit/credit card by ringing 020 7821 9755 during office hours.

Donate via texting REDBOX 5 (to donate £5.00) or REDBOX 10 (to donate £10) to 70085. To ensure that your donation is
attributed to St Anne’s, Nantwich, it would be helpful (but not essential) if you would quote reference SHR063/1117.

If you are a Gift Aid contributor, please inform Missio, so that they can recoup the tax from your donation.
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Mass Preparation: WEDNESDAY WORD: www.wednesdayword.org/parish
PREGO: https://stbeunosoutreach.wordpress.com/prego/

¢ 9% 5 5¢ %¢ Is your child joining Reception in 2024? Do you want to find out more about St. Anne’s? Open to Catholics
and non-Catholics. Ring school on 01270260783 or e-mail office@stannes.cheshire.sch.uk to come to look around Yy

NANTWICH FOODBANK HELPING LOCAL PEOPLE IN CRISIS.

We praise God for our many volunteers however we have a particular shortage of delivery drivers. If you are
interested in volunteering to drive please contact Teri at the presbytery to obtain more details. Our current shopping
list is: Long life milk and fruit juice, coffee, tinned vegetables and tinned fruit, toothbrushes and nappies [size 5 &
6]. DONATIONS CAN BE MADE IN NANTWICH at St Anne’s, (Box in porch), St Mary’s Parish Office,
Morrisons, Sainsburys, Nationwide, M&S and Elim Church.

Mary’s Meals https://marysmeals.us18.list-
manage.com/track/click?u=71642ed3d70deb2b1c25da8f0&id=7d7f84ea81&e=f7949e3fh3

Carmelite Priory in Oxford. The Friars are looking to increase their ministry to Young Adults to help grow and form the
faith of Young Adults. The Friars are currently hosting free online talks on the formation of Young Adults and if this
interests you, please see here: https://www.carmelite.uk.net/events/young-adult-formation-for-the-third-millennium/

Useful links and resources

Shrewsbury Youth Mission Team — Online Ministry Find us on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram by searching for @Shrewsbury_ymt. Find
us on YouTube by searching for Shrewsbury Youth Mission Team — SYMT, don’t forget to subscribe.

Sanctuaries, shrines Catholics can "visit' virtually in Europe, Mideast. https://catholicsentinel.org/Content/Arts/Arts-and-
Entertainment/Article/Sanctuaries-shrines-Catholics-can-visit-virtually-in-Europe-Mideast/6/31/40431

Journeying Together https://www.cbcew.org.uk/home/events/journeying-together/

The National Shrine for Our Lady of Walsingham www.walsingham.org.uk/livestream

Laudato Tree https://www.vaticannews.va/en/world/news/2020-05/laudato-tree-sahel-pope-francis-laudato-si-year.html

Watch a Mass from home. Live-streaming of Masses Shrewsbury Diocese:  http://www.churchservices.tv/shrewsburycathedral/embed#tab-
player Church Services TV: https://www.churchservices.tv/timetable/

Prayer resources at: http://pathwaystogod.org/. https://www.sacredspace.ie/ http://In54.blogspot.com

http://prayasyougo.org/

Life Helplines and Information can be found at http://www.dayforlife.org/article/helplines-and-information-2020/

Young Catholics Resources https://young-catholics.com/3636/22nd-sunday-in-ordinary-time-year-c/
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FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Sundayilg’l’»Message

THE WORD

'TO SAYAYES"
| LUKE1:28-38.

Today, with Christmas almost upon us, the liturgy focuses on Mary,

Christions have honoured Mary from the
Churchv's earliest days. So many feasts have
been established in her honour, 50 many
churches named for her, 50 many religious
congregations caliad after her. We have given
Mary many titles - Mother of God, Mother
of the Church, Madonna, Queen of Heaven,
Mother of Perpetual Help, immacutate
Conception - the list goes on - but there are
other words to describe her too - leenage
mother, bekiaver, seeker, discipie, refugee,
emigrant, visionary. Mary was no passive
paringr in God's plan. She had agency and
she had grit, as much os it was possibile for 8
youn( woman to have in her day.

Mary teaches us throe lessons as we
approach the nativity.

The fiest is about faith. Mary was human, She
had doubts, sha had questions. Her ‘yes' was
Mot an automatic, pre-programmed response,
os today's Gospel tells us. She hesitted.
She wos confused Later, as a mother, ahe
worried about Jesus, what he wis up to, the
trouble he was getting himsell into. She was
on 8 constant leaming curve, growing in her
understanding of God's plan foe her and for
humanity, growing 1o be a steadtast disciple,
growing in faith all the way to the foot of the
crons, That's why she ls our model of fatth,
fent among the salms.

Like Mary, owr faith i & work in progross.
We have our doubts, disappointments and
struggles, God's ways e not always cloar to
us. But that's okay because, b Mary, we aro
only human aftor all, Ax with Mary we trust in
God deapite averything and seok %o deopon
our foith oll our doys.

Mary was humaon, which meons we mustr't
attempt to dedfy hee, There is & danger that
we exalt her 50 much we strip her of her
hurmanity, make her ke a God, Of course,
she was graced and blessed In 8 uniquely
singulor vy, but still she was hueman, just Bhe
us. That's essentisd to remmember because it
acknowledges her role in salvation Nstory
and & makas har more accessible. She s one
ofus.

RC Diocese of Shrewsbury is a Registered Charity No. 234025

Second, Mary was a prophet,  visionary,

a social justice acvocate. We sing her
Magnificat 5o often its words con lose thelr
potency. Mary talks about tuming the world
upside down, inverting the established
power structure, knocking the mighty from
their thrones, raising up the lowty. filling the
starving with good things, sending the rich
away enmpty. The woman who makes this
prayer s no strinking violet, Sha describes o
whole new way of iving and relating, a vision
of the kingdom of God. The religious and
palitical leaders of her time wouldnt have
liked what she said. Today's titans of Wall
Street and of SEcon Valley wouldn't ke It
either. Some politicians would denounce her
as a dangerous leftie while also making some
disparaging remark about uppity women.

Like mother, Tke son, Mary's vision echoes
Jesus's address at the boginning of his public
ministry: 1 have come (o bring good news to
the poor, iboerty 10 captives, a year of God's
favour” And lce mother, like son, our option
must also be for a whole now way of iving
and relating, one thal anticipates the kingdom
of God.

Thied, Mary raminds s of our call to give

birth to Jesus. More than 1,500 years ago,

In A31AD, the Church gave Mary the ttle of
Theotdhos, » Groek word meaning “God«
bearer” In the Wout, this tithe was translated
Ino Latn as Mator Dol or "Mother of God.” As
mathar of Josus, who ks the incarnate Word of
God. Mory Is God-bearer, mother of God. She
bore Josus in hir womb, birthed him, brougit
him into the world, and 50 she is Theotdkos,

That same commisson has been given to
us. Liko Mary, wo must ba Thootdkos, God-
bowrar, In ow time and place. Like Mary, we
must respond 1o God's Bwitation to each of us
to concelve, carry and birth Jesus in our bves,
Lie her, we must say: "May it be done to me
sccording to your word.” In other words, thit,
by the love | show, the compassion | displiny,
tha forgivenass | offer, the vision | promote, |
will give birth to Christ, mahke God visitile, this
Chwistmas and all my days. 8

Year B« 24 December 2023 » Psalter Weeok 4

REFLECT

n the ange!'s visit to Mary, we can

amost haar Mary thinking, She's

startled, oven afraid. Then ag Gabriel
speaks, she's puzded. As she kstens,
questions ocour to her. and she's curlous.
When Elzabeth is mentioned, she's
reassured; this Is something she can
check out for harsel. Thon she decides
to co-oparate, Sho doesn't simply give
In = she makes up her own mind: she will
sarve the Lord. And she does.

S0 here is how the disciple Is to respond
to God's word: you ksten, you reflect,
you ask questions, you match the word
of the Lord that you hear with your own
exparience of life. Then you make your
decision and God |s with you, too, B

PRAY

Christmas, the groat feast of God with-us, Is
almost here, Pray for a deeper awareness of

God with you overy diy.

LEARN

Mary lu not anty Jeaus’ mothor, she is also his
first and bost daciple,

i

Mary's discipleship bagon whon she accopted
God'n plan, Yot this could ondy come about
becouse of her pravious willngnoess to trust
God in tha course of her life. Her diaciplesivp
15 N0t 0ne of Corverson bt of conalstency.
Look o4 your life. How oonglatont lg your “Yes®
10 God?

Hall Mary, full of grace, the

Lord Is with you, Blessed are you
AMOng women
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Fourth sund

av.of Advent

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON

Drop down dow from above, you heavens,

and let the clouds rain down the Just One;

lot the earth be oponed and bring forth a
Saviowr.

COLLECT

Pour foeth, we beseech you, O Lord,

your grace iro our hoarts,

that we, to whom the Incarnation of Christ your
Son

was made known by the message of an Angel.

mary by his Passlon and Cross

be brought to the glory of his Resurrection,

Who Ives and reigns with you in the unity of the

FIRST READING 2%

A reading from the second book of Samuel.

Once David had settied into his house and the
Lord had gven him rest from all the enemies
surrounding him, the king sald to the prophat
Nathan, ‘Look, | am iiving in 8 house of cedar
while the ark of God dwells in a tent.” Nathan
Sakd to the king, ‘Go and do all that Is in your
mind, for the Lord is with you'

But that very night the woed of tha Loed came
to Nathan:

‘Go and tell my servant Dovid, “Thus the
Lord speaks: Are you the man to bulkd me &
house to dwoll in? | took you from the pasture,
froen following the shoep, 1o be leator of my
people Israsl; | have bean with you on of your
expedtions; | have cut off oll your enemies
before you. | will ghve you fame as great as the
fame of the greatest on earth, | will provide a
ploce for my poaplo kraol | will plant thom thero
and thay shall dwall In that place and nover be
disturbed again; nor shall the wicked continue
to oppross them as they did, in the days when
| appointod judges over my peophs sraet, | will
@ve them rest from all tholr enomlos, The Lord
will malon you greal. the Loed will malke you o
House. And when your days are ended and
yOu are id to rest with your ancestors, | will
presorve the olfspring of your body after you
and mako his soveroignty secure. | will bo &
fathar 1o him and he a son to me; if he does evil,
1 will punish him with the rod such as men us
@, with strokes such as mankind gves. Your
House and your soveroignty will slways
stand secure before me and your throns be
entablished for avec™

The word of the Lord.
Thanks bo to God.

Rosponan:
1 will ning for oveor of your love, O Lord,

. 1 will sing for uvur of your love, O Loed,
hough a8 ages (y mouth will prociaim
your truth,
Of this | am sure, that your love lauts for
over,
hat your truth ks femly established as the
Iomvons. ((R)

.1mm-wmmm
one;
1 have sworn to Daid my servant:

1 Wil pstabish your dynasty for ever
and 8ot up your throne through of 0gos. (R)

Commantod s o e g it ¢ | avwen Mube Ayt Mast v o Avmag Vs
mum-m-waﬁmmumﬂmmmmmo i\
el By | ate vy m.ﬁnﬂ-dﬂmam’o(w |

redemplorist

B i N L L I I I I I I I N T T T T T
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@ o wai say to me: “You are my father,
vy God, the rock who saves me.”
1 will keep vy love for im abways;
with him my covenant shall endure.’ (R)

SECOND READING Roman 162527

A readding from the letter of St. Paut to the
Romans,

Glory to him who i able to give you the strength
10 Iive according to tho Good News | proach,
oand in which | proclaim Jasus Christ, the
revelation of o mystery kept socret for endless
ages, but now so clear that it must be broadcast
to pagans averywhere to bring them to the
obedience of fakth. This is only what scriptee
has predicted, and it is all part of the way the
oterna! God wants things to be. He alone is
wisdom; give glory therefore Lo him through
Jesus Christ for ever and ever, Amon

The word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

1am the handmaid of the Lord:
lot what you have said be done to me.
Allebuiat

A roading from the haly Gospel acoording to
Luko,

The angel Gabxisd was ot by God 10 & town in
Gallea colled Nazarsih, Lo 0 viegin betrothed to
o man namod Joseph, of the House of David,
andd tho virgin's name was Mary. Ho wont in and
sakd to ber, Rejoice, 50 highty favoured! The
Lord s with you." Sho was deeply disturbed

by those words and asked horsell what this
groeting could mean, but the angel said to her,
Mary, o not be afrakd; you have won God's
favour, Listen! You ace to conootve and boar a
00, and you must name him Jesus. He will be
groat and will be called Son of the Most High.
The Lord God wal give him the throne of his
ancestor David he wit rule over the House of
Jacob for aver and his reign will have no end.
Marty said to the angel, ‘Bul how can this come
about., since | am a virgin? The Holy Spirlt will
COMO UPEN you' the anged answared ‘and the
powor of the Most High will cover you with

Its shadaw. And 50 the chiki will be holy and
wil be called Son of God. Know this too: your
kinswomaon Elzobeth has, in her old age, hevsed!
canceived a son, and she wham people caliod
barren s now in her sbath month, for nothing is
impossbie to God' 1 am the handmald of the
Lord,” sald Mary Tet whot you have aald bo done
to me.' And the angel loft hor,

Tho Gospol of tho Lord,

Pralee to you, Lord Jesus Christ,

PROFESSION OF FAITH

1 bellove In one God,

tho Fathor almighty,

makor of hanven and amth,

of all things visitle and Invisible,

| belove n one Lord Josus Christ,

the Only Bagotton Son of God,

born of the Fathor before all agos.

God from God, Light from Light,

truo God from true God,

bogotten, not made, consubstantial with
the Father;

e

through him all things were made.

For us men and for our salvation

he came down from hoaven,

ol bow during the next thvee knes)

and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the
Virgin Mary,

and became man.

For our sake he was crucified under

Pontiug Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,

and Is seated at the right hand of the Father,
Heo will come agaln in glory
to judge the Rving and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.
| believe in the Moly Spirit, the Lord,
the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored
and gloritied,
who has spoken through the prophets,
1 believe in one, holy, catholic and

apostolic Church.

1 confess one Baptism for the forgivencss
of sing

and | look forward to the reaurrection of the

doad
and the life of the world to come. Amen,

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINOS

May the Holy Spirit, O Loed,

sangtify thoese gifts aid upon your altor,

Just as he filed with his power the womb of the

COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Behold, a Virgin shall concelve and bear a

sore
and his name will bo called Emmanuel,

PRAYHER AFTHR COMMUNION
Having recelved this pledge of etornal
redemption.

we pray, almighty God,

that, as the foast day of our salvabion drows
AVer NeArer,

50 Wo My press forward all the more eagerdy

10 tho worthy colabeation of the mystory of your
Sor's Nativity.

Wha lves and raigns for ever and ever,

..........................................

Mothor of Chriat! Hoar thou thy people's ory,

Star of the deop, snd portal of the skyt

Mothar of Him Who theo from nothing made,
Wo strivo and coll 10 thoe for ok,

Oh, bry that Joy which Gabirsl brought o thos,

Thou Viegin fiest and hast, lot us thy marcy see,

(Antiphon to Ow Lady for Advent and
Christman)

.2
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